


 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Last week I travelled to Wellington with a group of Waikato Principals to visit schools in 
the Wellington area and to meet with education officials and politicians. During our time 
at parliament, Jamie Strange the local Hamilton East Labour list MP, organised a ses-
sion with senior education ministers including the Minister of Education - Hon Chris Hip-
kins, Deputy Minister of Education -Hon Tracey Martin and Minister for Maori Develop-
ment - Hon Nanaia Mahuta. We were also joined by Jamie Strange and a panel of oth-
er MPs including Jo Luxton and Jan Taetti to discuss issues the education sector is fac-
ing and policies the government is working on to support schools.  
It is fair to say I was a wee bit cynical coming into this exchange, but I left feeling that 
the team had a good handle on a number of the issues in schools. I am not sure the 
confidence they had in providing solutions is entirely warranted however.  
We visited a range of schools in Wellington. It was interesting to see a private school 
catering from year 1-13 boys. Having prominent members of the film community is well 
reflected in some amazing buildings and facilities. We visited a new school that has a 
focus on growing children to develop as ‘human’. This school is in a new area, and has 
an extremely diverse range of nationalities. I am looking forward to reading the book 
the principal is intent on writing next year. We visited a city school rebuild on a limited 
steep site. Staff here have faced a range of challenges as they evolved into new build-
ings after the entire school had to be rebuilt. Before the WPA trip I visited my daughter 
Lexi’s first class, and spent time in this school with a dynamic team who use the marae 
on their boundary for their school assemblies. 
There were commonalities between all of these differing places. There were teachers 
who were committed to supporting learners to their next steps, in range of differing 
ways. Principals who were determined to support this learning while managing a huge 
range of differing challenges, not all related to learning. Most of all there were gorgeous 
children, noisily playing and laughing, supporting each other and attacking their learn-
ing with gusto.  
It was interesting to be with colleagues with a range of experiences and wisdom they 
willingly shared. It was a good reminder of how much knowledge there is in education. 
Of course there was a great deal of debate around what we would like to see happen in 
education. We all had the same end point, empowered children positively contributing 
to society, but how we would get there did vary– so no wonder politicians have trouble 
sorting it! 
Learning never stops. I enjoyed increasing my knowledge, and questioning myself. I am 
fortunate that there are organise Waikato Principal’s Association that provides learning 
opportunities such as these. 
 
Rosemary Hendrikse 
 
Naku te rourou nau te rourou ka ora ai te iwi 
With your basket and my basket the people will live 
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FOR SALE 
  

Firewood - Hardwood (Casuarina) - $115.00 
per generous cubic metre, includes GST and 
local delivery. 
 

Hay - Conventional bales, 2019 baled.  $12.00 
per bale incl. GST. 
  

Please phone Roger  021 149 1475. 

 

MANAWARU 

 
 

405B Manawaru Rd in the village 
 

Come and play with your children (ages 0 - 5) 
and explore our fabulous centre featuring many    
different areas of play.  We provide great      
opportunities for educational development and a 
place to enjoy some adult conversation. 
 
Monday and Friday  
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
 

3 free visits 
 

Phone Dianne on 07 888 0778 
or 027 551 9118  
or email at manawaru@playcentre.org.nz 
  

 

 

MANAWARU INDOOR BOWLING CLUB 
 

Thursday nights   
at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Come and join us for a game of indoor bowls  
at the Manawaru Hall in Shaftesbury Road 

 

Suitable for the whole family 
(Under 12’s must be  

accompanied by a parent) 
 

If you need any further information 
please contact Mark Davey  

on 027 281 3621  

 

MANAWARU TABLE TENNIS CLUB 
 

Wednesday nights  
Commencing on 3rd April 

7:30 p.m. 
Manawaru Hall 

 

Adults $20.00 sub 
Students $15.00 sub 

or $2.00 per night casual 
 

If you need further information please phone     
8846 758. 

 

HOUSE WANTED 
 

A house is wanted to rent for a family 
Long term. 
Any area. 

phone Jamie on 022 619 5010 

Rugby School Holiday Programme 

 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday of the holidays 
11-00am– 2-30pm Boyd Park Ages 7-14 $10-00 a day,  

lunch provided, bring suitable footwear and a drink  
 

Must register with Ollie 0211107266 




